How can I start using the latest Hebrew GRAMCORD for Windows with MorphBHS 3.5?

New users will find it on their GRAMCORD CD-ROM. Past licensees may download the new Hebrew GRAMCORD (including free Princeton BDB Lexicon and Hebrew Syntax Notes) via password-authorized Internet download. This allows us continually to update our users as new editions and program features are developed. (We can also provide for postal delivery of CD-ROM media world wide.) Dr. Dale M. Wheeler, GRAMCORD Institute Associate Scholar and Co-Editor of the Westminster MorphBHS, regularly interacts with GRAMCORD for Windows users to insure that the full potential of the improved database is properly realized by the search engine(a consideration all too often neglected by the for-profit, commercially-published Bible software programs. This interactive “scholar-to-scholar” process brings a new level of unrivaled accuracy and utility to Hebrew Masoretic Text research.

 Be sure to check out the GRAMCORD LXX with LEH Septuagint Lexicon…another Institute exclusive!

What has changed since the release of Hebrew GRAMCORD with MorphBHS ver. 2.5?

The latest Hebrew MT module for GRAMCORD FOR WINDOWS provides the updated scholarship of version 3.5 of the Groves-Wheeler Westminster Hebrew Morphology. At the 1997 AAR/SBL The GRAMCORD Institute released the first major update to the Westminster MorphBHS in several years, version 2.5. In 1999 TGI released ver. 3.0 which was the first step toward homograph inclusion and a complete rechecking of lemmatization. Version 3.5 incorporates some 21,000 changes to the text, as well as the inclusion of all of the Hebrew stems and new tags to distinguish Waw Consecutive Perfect, Jussive and Cohortative. As a consortium of teaching professors and Biblical scholars, our users look to the Institute for tools and database of publishable quality. Dissertations, scholarly articles, books, and even new Bible translations depend upon our tools. This is a standard not to be expected of Bible software published for popular publication through conventional commercial resale channels. So rather than spending enormous sums on advertising to compete in the commercial marketplace, the GRAMCORD Institute has invested over $250,000 during the past seven years in revising the Groves-Wheeler Westminster MorphBHS. This commitment to Biblical database development is a major distinctive of the Institute’s non-profit mission. Your support and participation as an end-user is an important contribution to Biblical research. (The Institute is the only Bible software publisher intimately involved in the OFFICIAL refinement of the three major Biblical morphology text databases. Your dollars are not diverted to shareholders and massive advertising. Revenue from software sales and licensing is re-invested in Biblical database editing and development.)

What kinds of changes can I expect in the new edition of the Westminster MorphBHS ?

Many! All Hebrew Stems are now included; eg., Po'el, Polel, Hishtaphel, Tiphel, Pe'al'al, Pilpel, Polpal, etc., with explanations as to their form and function in the Syntax Notes. Additonal Aspects now include the tagging of the Waw Consecutive Perfect and a full tagging of the Jussive and Cohortatives, with distinctions between the Form only, Form and Function, and Function-only indicated as well. In addition, helpful new sections have been added to the Syntax Notes to explain these various uses. 

· The Homographs (different words spelled the same way)  are tagged (at last!) for discreet identification.  Not only will you be able to tell the difference between 1 ("to create"), 2 ("to be fat"), and 3 ("to cut down"), but also between 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 (see KB).  Initially the homographs were based on Koehler-Baumgartner, 1958 ed., but with the new 3.5 version, the homograph identifications will follow the new English edition of Koehler-Baumgartner-Stamm, 1994-1998.
· Lemma Standardization:   The original Westminster MorphBHS was supposed to be lemmatized on the basis of the Even-Shoshan Concordance but for various reasons (some of which are described below) this is not always the case.  In harmony with the crucial work to standardize the homographs to KBS 1994, all lemmas will comply with KBS.

· Compound Names which sometimes are lemmatized with a maqqef and sometimes without one—and sometimes both ways depending on the form it occurs with in the text (e.g., Beersheba in the MorphBHS is lemmatized with both a maqqef and without one)—have been standardized to KBS. 

· Place Names: Disagreement over whether a name should be a compound lemma or the parts [e.g., "valley," "mount," "son," "house," etc.] should be separated (cf., 1Kings 4:8ff.) now comply in ver 3.5 with KBS.
· Plural Word lemmatizing (i.e., words only appearing as plurals in the text) has been standardized in ver 3.5 to KBS.  The previous MorphBHS did not follow any lexicon or concordance consistently—and such tools are not only in constant disagreement with each other but are internally inconsistent as well.

· Mater Inclusion/Exclusion in lemmas will be standardized because currently the MorphBHS does not follow any lexicon or concordance consistently—and these tools are not only in constant disagreement with each other but are internally inconsistent as well (cf., in Num 1:11; 2:22; 7:60, 65; 10:24).  Ver 3.5 has been standardized to the KBS spellings.

· Lemma Choices: Disagreement over which lemma to choose for a particular occurrence of a word when the tools (E-S, KB2, KB3, BDB) are in disagreement (e.g., , , , ) will be standardized. (In a subsequent revision of the Westminster MorphBHS significant differences will be tagged as alternatives).

DOWNLOAD FREE UPDATES TO KEEP YOUR GRAMCORD CURRENT!

For many years the Associate Scholars of the GRAMCORD Institute, led by Dr. Dale M. Wheeler and Dr. D. A. Carson, have created ongoing updates to the GRAMCORD Greek New Testament Database. Many of the examples listed below represent features unique to GRAMCORD and illustrate why publishing scholars prefer the GRAMCORD GNT Research System. Since its formation in 1976, The non-profit GRAMCORD Institute has published unique computer-based tools(developed by New Testament scholars for New Testaments scholars.

· Homograph Information added to the GRAMCORD Database easily distinguishes, for example, —which occurs 5 times as the feminine noun thorn-bush (Mk 12:26; Lk 6:44; 20:37; Act 7:30, 35) and one time as a masculine noun bath (Lk 16:6). [In most cases BAGD lists the New Testament’s 20 homograph pairs in separate articles but otherwise fails to further distinguish them.] Differentiation of homographs is one of many essential features unique to the new GRAMCORD Database.
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· Identification of Combined, Related, and Suppleted Lemmas has always been part of the GRAMCORD GNT Database (e.g.,  and  or /), but in this revision these identifications have been extended to many additional words. More than 30 verbs (comprising more than 60 different lemmas) have been distinguished including: / and its compounds, / and its compounds, and / and its compounds. These unique identifications(which are not even fully spelled out in BAGD(offer the NT scholar a convenient means to view the development of Hellenistic Greek in the Koine period with respect to the verbal system. In addition, the GRAMCORD Template allows you to choose either or both of these lemmas for your searches(as the following screen shots illustrate.

· Foreign Words now have their own unique tags to identify them as either Hebrew or Aramaic words on the tongues of speakers quoted in the NT.  Additionally, these words are give a second, alternate tag to indicate syntactical function in the sentence (i.e. the only tagging they have in the Friberg database).

· BAGD and NA27 Lemma Standardization in the GRAMCORD Database has been extended and refined.  GRAMCORD has always attempted to follow BAGD whenever possible, because of its recognition as the definitive standard reference work of New Testament lexicography. When the situation necessitates deviation from BAGD, GRAMCORD provides alternate entries so that the user can still find the lemmas when following BAGD. (e.g.,  vs  [gender fluctuation and ambiguous forms]; e.g.,  vs  [substantival adjective]) Compare this with the Friberg database which even creates a new "lemma," (Rev 21:16) in an apparent misunderstanding of gender fluctuation in the plural (cf., BDF §49[3]).

· BAGD Part-of-Speech Standardization has been further extended and enhanced in the current version. GRAMCORD has always followed the standard grammatical and lexical classifications for the parts of speech in Greek. (This is in contrast to the Friberg database distributed by several of the commercial Bible software companies which, for example: [1] splits the pronouns into two subcategories under noun and adjective and makes it very difficult for researchers to find grammatical constructions with various types of pronouns in them; [2] arbitrarily assigns a separate tag to participles deemed by the Fribergs to be “Imperatival” — we suspect that most NT Scholars would disagree with many, if not all, of such choices — again making research on the participles very difficult; [3] lists adverbs as a subcategory of adjective — even though there are a host of adverbs which do not derive from adjectives at all! e.g., [4] ignores the standard categorization of middle or massive deponent in BAGD and simply classifies many as mid/pass deponent [e.g.,       etc.).  

· Alternate and Used As Tags have been further extended in the new version of the GRAMCORD Database.  Contrary to one commercial publisher’s advertisements, the GRAMCORD GNT database has always had alternate tags for the important exegetical alternatives in the Greek NT. The current revision extends these alternatives even further by adding “Used As” tags to the database. (e.g., GRAMCORD uniquely tags nominative forms used as vocatives, first as nominative and then, with a second “Used As” tag, as vocative.)

ADVANCED FEATURES IN GRAMCORD GREEK NT Ver 2.4
D. A. Carson writes in his book Exegetical Fallacies: “Surprisingly little progress has been made in Greek grammar during the past few decades. This situation may change fairly rapidly with the advent of the GRAMCORD package. I am presently working on a reference book that will put together many of the GRAMCORD results in a form useful to Bible translators and grammarians.” 

Registered GRAMCORD users may update to the current 2.4 version via FTP download. Just email us your request for instructions. If your CD password was assigned before May, 1999, be sure to ask for your new password. It’s free!
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ADVANCED DIALOG
Clicking on either the "Search Type," "Books," or "Advanced" buttons will open the Advanced Dialog Window (below) where you can find many of the newest features of GRAMCORD for Windows with Bible Companion 

SEARCH TYPE
GRAMCORD searches have always been order specific and clause or sentence based.  With GRAMCORD you can search across multiple Clauses, Sentences, as well as Verses or Paragraphs( or simply search without any Limitations at all.  You can even find your elements 

in any order in which they might occur.
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Are you keeping current? Note the GRAMCORD Template and Engine:

SEARCH by single or multiple Clauses, Sentences, Verses, Paragraphs, Chapters, or Books, or Elements in Specific Positions in a Clause or Sentence, or in Any Order.

Let's say you want to find all of the  constructions in the Gospels which cross sentence boundaries and where  is the 3rd, 4th, or 5th word at the beginning of a sentence… 




Verbs from


Related Lemmas are double-listed at their alphabetic locations.





Verbs from


Combined Lemmas are double-listed at both alphabetic locations.
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CHAPTER DIALOG


GRAMCORD  allows you to restrict your search to any chapter(s) of any book(s).





POSITION DIALOG


Click the “Position” button on the GRAMCORD Template to bring up the dialog. You can specify the exact position(s) in a clause or sentence where an element must occur.














Visit The GRAMCORD Institute website at http://www.GRAMCORD.org


